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As the political and economic climate continues to change, Lake County 
government strives toward fiscally stable, efficient, and transparent 
operations. A primary way that Lake County improves its operations is 
though maintaining strong partnerships with state and federal legislators. 
Through the County's policies and partnerships, the residents of Lake 
County continue to receive valuable, efficient, and cost-effective services. 

In 2016, as in previous years, the Lake County Board appreciates the 
opportunity to meet with our state and federal legislators to discuss 
challenges facing our County. With these challenges, it is essential that Lake 
County governs without the restrictions of various statutes and public acts 
slowing down the process to ensure a high quality of life for Lake County 
residents. 

Lake County government is well aware of the state and federal governments' 
ongoing financial situations and has tried to be responsive and responsible 
in preparing the 2016 legislative program. 

As in the past, the purpose of County legislative policy is to: 

1. Support legislation granting additional permissive authorities for 
counties. 

2. Support legislation allowing counties to expand non property tax 
revenue sources. 

3. Oppose unfunded mandates imposed by the state or federal government. 

4. Oppose legislation that would reduce the existing authority of county 
government. 

5. Oppose proposals that erode the existing County revenue base. 



Specifically, as it relates to legislative policy numbers three and five, Lake 
County aggressively opposes any action that will divert, redirect, or reduce 
any funds owed and/or due to units oflocal government (i.e. sales tax, 
income tax and Personal Property Replacement Tax), in order to fund 
obligations of the State or any State agency. In March 2015, Lake County 
Chairman Aaron Lawlor shared the "Memo to the Illinois Local 
Government and Consolidation and Unfunded Mandate Task Force". The 
memo identifies a number of unfunded mandates and various 
opportunities to increase efficiency, which the task force continues to 
evaluate. Relief from such mandates would save tax payers millions of 
dollars. The 2016 Legislative Program includes two items from the 
unfunded mandate memo in addition to proposals pertaining to revenue 
reduction and opportunities to operate more efficiently. 

Sponsorship of specific initiatives and support of other proposals listed in 
the 2016 Lake County Legislative Program will be greatly appreciated. 











STATE Initiatives to Sponsor 

Topic: Judicial Facilities Fee 

Issue: Under the Counties Code, the boards of Kane County and Will 
County are permitted to impose, by ordinance and with concurrence of the 
respective Chief Judge, a judicial facilities fee to be used solely for the 
building of new judicial facilities. The counties may impose different rates 
for the various types or categories of civil and criminal cases not to exceed 
$30.00. 

With the ability to set a judicial facilities fee, both Will County and Kane 
County are able to offset some of the capital costs incurred as a result of 
building their new judicial facilities. Lake County is currently not included 
in this legislation and is not permitted to impose said fee. As Lake County 
continues to work on the $130 million Lake County Courthouse and Depke 
Juvenile Justice Center Expansion projects, the ability to set a judicial 
facilities fee would provide the County an option to help offset capital costs 
of new judicial facilities and maintain a high level of service to tax payers. 

Recommendation: Sponsor an amendment to the Counties Code (55 
ILCS 5/5-1101.3) to include the Lake County Board among those of Will 
County and Kane County to have the ability to set, by ordinance, a judicial 
facilities fee not to exceed $30.00 to be used for the building of new judicial 
facilities. 
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STATE Initiatives to Support 

Topic: Juror Fee Trailer Bill 

Issue: Under Public Act 98-1132 which became effective June 1, 2015, juror 
fees have been set to $25.00 for the first day of duty and $50.00 every day 
after that. This mandate amounts to approximately $400,000 in additional 
costs to the County annually. In May 2015, Senate Floor Amendment No.3 
was filed to House Bill 2641. The amendment modifies Public Act 98-1132 so 
that counties shall provide (currently, pay) to grand and petit jurors to 
$20.00 for the first and second days (currently, $25.00) and $32.00 for each 
day thereafter (currently, $50.00). It also provides that these fees may 
include an offset for travel, meal and other expenses otherwise incurred by 
jurors associated with jury service, except for day care, as determined by the 
county board. The result of this amendment would offset the increased costs 
created by Public Act 98-1132. 

Recommendation: Support HB-2641 with Senate Floor Amendment No. 3 
which modifies Public Act 98-1132 under the current Counties Code (55 ILCS 
5/4-11001) so that the county shall provide (currently, pay) to grand and 
petit jurors to $20.00 for the first and second days (currently, $25.00) and 
$32.00 for each day thereafter (currently, $50.00). It also provides that these 
fees may include an offset for travel, meal and other expenses otherwise 
incurred by jurors associated with jury service, except for day care, as 
determined by the county board. 
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